walked up to the woods and picked wild flowers, we
sipped tea, and made a plan that Lady Fortescue should
bring Mademoiselle Jacquelin up to the Domaine, and we
also arranged that she, Lady Fortescue, should lunch with
us each Sunday until she took her departure. Any other
guests, it was clearly understood, would decide upon the
size of the chickens we were able to procure.
The visit of a kindred spirit is always a pleasant thing.
This one at any rate produced results, for a few days later
I found myself dictating a vast accumulation of unwritten
letters to a most stupefyingly beautiful young woman
whose fingers were as nimble as her eyes were bright.
We got through a portion of the letters with ridiculous
speed, and I am not sure that we should not have finished
the whole lot before closing time, but unfortunately towards
the evening one of the officers of the Battery called to see
me on a matter connected with the foyer. He was natur-
ally introduced to my temporary secretary, and his collapse
was immediate. In the course of a few words of conversa-
tion he learned that she lived at Grasse and he remembered
that he had an important engagement there himself a little
later on in the evening, and he hoped that he might have
the honour of giving Mademoiselle a lift. The consequence
was that Mademoiselle Jacquelin departed a little before
the time arranged, but with half the letters which had
been on my conscience so long neatly addressed, stamped
and in her possession. I did not grudge her departure.
When it got to serious work, however, as I told Lady
Fortescue a litde later on, it got somewhat on my nerves to
catch glimpses of loiterers in uniform round the distant
corner from which the buses left and have one or two of
the bolder ones turn up for a little quiet putting on my
green or giving my wife advice about her flowers. I
ventured upon a certain amount of mild remonstrance.
"You know, Mademoiselle," I expostulated mildly
one evening, " I simply cannot afford to keep the whole
mess of the Battery going in cocktails, nor can I give up
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